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School-assessed Coursework

• There are three SACs across the year 

• SACs should be different each year 

• SACs should allow for students to show differentiation (some questions 
should be worth 6 – 8 marks) i.e. about how well students show 
understanding of content in order to rank the cohort

• SACs should be developed for the school’s specific student cohort.  

• Use assessment criteria and make sure the key knowledge and key skills 
are used across the assessment criteria, and only assessed once 
(efficiency)  









Question examples to enable ranking 

of student cohort 
Good six mark question

• Question 12 (6 marks)

If you were to apply the Extended producer 

responsibility (EPR) /product stewardship

sustainability model to the Nokia 3310 phone, analyse 

the role that the manufacturers, retailers, consumers 

and governments would all play in sharing the 

responsibility of reducing the environmental impact 

during the phone’s life cycle.

Poor six mark question

• Question 8 (6 marks) 

Match the product design factor to its parameter. 

Material User needs and wants
Economics Design Elements and Principles
Legal Time and Cost 
User centred design   Standards, IP, OH&S
Sustainability Properties and Characteristics 
Visual Tactile and Environment, economic, Social
Aesthetics 



School-assessed Task 

• Provide the students with a copy of the assessment criteria and unpack 
content for students 

• Discuss with your moderation group at the beginning of the year how 
each criteria will be assessed and what level of response the moderation 
group will be looking for.  This makes it fair for each student  in the cohort 

• Use examples of previous works of students in your teaching programs to 
support student understanding of the level of response required.   

• Weight indicators in each criteria to suit your student cohort.  

• The SAT is to rank your student cohort against each other, not against 
other students in the state.  



When should moderation occur? 

1. Directly after each specific assessment task, for the ranking of a 
students cohort, is completed.
• Unit 3 Outcome 1, Unit 3 Outcome 2 and Unit 4 Outcome 1. 

2. Directly after students submit their responses to the SAT 
assessment criteria 1 – 3
• scores for these three SAT criteria are due mid year

3. Directly after students submit their responses to the SAT 
assessment criteria 4 – 9. 



Who to moderate with?

The Product Design and Technology study is relatively small.  Many 
schools will only offer one class of this study.  This means many 
teachers are teaching the study solo within their school.  

• More than one teacher teaching the study would moderate together.
• such as teacher of wood, metal, plastics with teacher of textiles

• Only one teacher could moderate with another teacher who has taught 
the study in the past 

• Only one teacher could moderate with another teacher from another 
school with a similar student cohort.

• Only one teacher who’s school is in a partnership with another school, 
these teachers should moderate together.  



School-assessed Task key points 

• Assess the evidence provided by the student 

• Be objective when applying the assessment criteria to a student's 

response. The following are examples of things that should never

influence a student’s score.  

‒ S/he worked so hard, or her/his behavior was appalling.   

‒ S/he hasn’t completed the work, but I think s/he can do it.

‒ Her/his handwriting is so messy, or this folio is all out of order.

• Always be fair and equitable to the student's response you are marking 

but also to the rest of the student cohort.     



For further information

Dr Leanne Compton, Curriculum Manager−Design
and Technologies

leanne.compton@education.vic.gov.au

t: 9059 5145
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